SkillsUSA National Signing Day - Sample Script for Event
[bookmark: _heading=h.syllf5stl7cs]NOTE: Download and adjust this script, adding or removing elements to create the event you will hold in the format and timeframe that works best for your school.

	WHAT
	TIME

	Welcome Remarks by Chapter Officer
	5-10 minutes

	Speaker #1 School Administrator
	2 minutes

	Speaker #2 SkillsUSA Advisor
	3 minutes

	Speaker #3 Keynote Speaker (Graduate or Partner)
	5-10 minutes

	Signing by the Students
	15 minutes

	Panel of Teachers, Students, Graduates and/or Partners
	20 minutes

	School Tour/Skill Demonstrations or Exhibits
	30 minutes

	Networking/ Refreshments
	15 minutes

	TOTAL EVENT TIME
	ABOUT TWO HOURS



STAGE SET:	PODIUM PLACED FRONT STAGE RIGHT WITH MIC.
PANELIST CHAIRS PLACED AT BACK OF STAGE READY FOR USE IN THE PROGRAM IF HOSTING A PANEL
ALLOW OPEN STAGE USE FOR KEYNOTE SPEAKER.
CREATE VISUALS (PPT, SIGNAGE, BANNER STANDS OR STEP AND REPEAT)
TABLE PREPARED WITH THE SIGNING DOCUMENTS FOR EACH STUDENT.
SIGNING DAY HATS CAN BE GIFTED OR WORN FOR EVENT

LAVALIER OR HANDHELD MIC READY FOR KEYNOTE SPEAKER.
		

OPENING REMARKS AND WELCOME BY CHAPTER OFFICER - 5-10 MINUTES
		
VISUAL:
WELCOME TO SKILLSUSA NATIONAL SIGNING DAY 2026

STUDENT EMCEE:	Greetings, and welcome to the 2026 SkillsUSA National Signing Day hosted by our school SkillsUSA chapter and [Sponsor]. My name is __________________, and I will serve as the emcee for today’s special event. We’re so glad you’re here!

	Across the United States National Signing Day events are being hosted by SkillsUSA schools. It’s a day that our organization holds to nationally recognize students like ours: who have committed to a job offer, apprenticeship, internship, or advancing in technical training in a skilled trade. 

	Thousands of SkillsUSA members, business partners, school administrators, teachers, elected officials, SkillsUSA alumni, family and friends, are gathering to honor and celebrate America’s next generation of skilled professionals. These students will provide the knowledge, skills and services greatly needed in our communities and industries across our nation. 

	At this time, we would like to recognize our special guests and thank you for attending our National Signing Day event. When your name or group is called, please stand and be recognized.

	Thank you to our career and technical education teachers and SkillsUSA advisors who make this day and so many other valuable SkillsUSA experiences possible:
	NAME 1
	NAME 2
	NAME 3, ETC.

	LEAD APPLAUSE.

We are grateful to have some of our business and industry partners here today and we hope today’s event is of value to each of you.

ANNOUNCE THE NAMES OF ANY SPECIFIC SPONSORS OR ATTENDEES AS APPROPRIATE OR RECOGNIZE THEM WITHOUT INDIVIDUAL RECOGNITION AS A WHOLE GROUP.

LEAD APPLAUSE.

SkillsUSA alumni members know the value of what we do in SkillsUSA. Please stand if you are a SkillsUSA graduate who helps our chapter (call them by name if just one or two people).

LEAD APPLAUSE.

Thank you to our community leaders who support our programs and our advocacy efforts related to the skilled trades and career and technical education. We are glad to have you with us today:
NAME 1
NAME 2
NAME 3, ETC.

LEAD APPLAUSE.

As students, we do best when our family and friends are supporting us. Will any family members or friends of students being recognized today please stand?

LEAD APPLAUSE.

[If middle school students attend] We’re happy that some middle school students and their teachers from  ______________ <NAME OF SCHOOL> have joined us today as well! Will our middle school students and teachers please stand and be recognized?

LEAD APPLAUSE.

We will meet our SkillsUSA members shortly, but before we do, please join me in welcoming to the podium our _______________ <high school superintendent, high school principal, high school counselor, college president, college program director, college course instructor, etc.>, ________________________ <NAME>.

EMCEE REMAINS AT PODIUM TURNED SLIGHTLY TO THEIR RIGHT TO WELCOME THE ADMINISTRATOR/EDUCATION LEADER. REMAIN UNTIL ADMINISTRATOR/EDUCATION LEADER ARRIVES AT THE PODIUM. 

STAGE ASSISTANT 1 ESCORTS ADMINISTRATOR/EDUCATION LEADER ON STAGE.

EMCEE MOVES BEHIND THE SPEAKER, PREPARED TO RESUME DUTIES AT THE PODIUM FROM STAGE RIGHT UPON THE COMPLETION OF THE SPEAKER’S REMARKS.

ADMINISTRATOR/EDUCATION LEADER SPEAKS - 2 MINUTES

EMCEE JOINS ADMINISTRATOR/EDUCATION LEADER AT PODIUM FROM STAGE RIGHT FOR THANK YOU.

_________________________, thank you for your support of our National Signing Day event, career and technical education and our SkillsUSA chapter. Students like me grow in our career skills every day, thanks to the accessibility of our classes and chapters that you help make possible. On behalf of all students in our programs, thank you for your commitment to prepare us as skilled professionals, career-ready leaders and responsible community members.

LEAD APPLAUSE.
STAGE ASSISTANT 1 ESCORTS ADMINISTRATOR/EDUCATION LEADER OFF STAGE

What we do in SkillsUSA would not be possible without the support of our school leadership, and it would also not be possible without quality classroom instruction happening daily. Please help me welcome someone who influences us each day, teacher and SkillsUSA advisor, _________________<NAME>. 

LEAD APPLAUSE TO WELCOME ADVISOR TO STAGE.   

EMCEE REMAINS AT PODIUM TURNED SLIGHTLY TO THEIR RIGHT TO WELCOME THE ADMINISTRATOR/EDUCATION LEADER. REMAIN UNTIL ADMINISTRATOR/EDUCATION LEADER ARRIVES AT THE PODIUM. 

STAGE ASSISTANT 1 ESCORTS ADVISOR ON STAGE.

EMCEE MOVES BEHIND THE ADVISOR, PREPARED TO RESUME DUTIES AT THE PODIUM FROM STAGE RIGHT UPON THE COMPLETION OF THE ADVISOR’S REMARKS.

ADVISOR SPEAKS - 3 MINUTES

EMCEE JOINS ADVISOR AT PODIUM FROM STAGE RIGHT FOR THANK YOU.

_________________________, thanks for all you do in your classroom and for our SkillsUSA chapter. Our students are fortunate to have you share your technical skills and knowledge with us, and we’re also fortunate for all of the time you spend helping us create a high-quality SkillsUSA chapter. Thanks for making this day special and exciting for us! 

LEAD APPLAUSE.
STAGE ASSISTANT 1 ESCORTS ADVISOR OFF STAGE

Success is often strongly influenced by the people in our lives. People encourage us. People show us opportunities. People provide guidance, feedback, and insight. People introduce us to other people. People share their experiences and we learn from one another. People are at the core of possibility, and as you see, we have an outstanding collection of individuals all gathered today to recognize our students in their pursuit of meaningful skilled career paths. We would be so thankful if you would help us connect with other people by sharing your experience at this event on social media through SkillsUSA’s official Signing Day hashtag. You can tag our SkillsUSA chapter on ____________________ 
<LIST PLATFORMS > 

VISUAL:
SOCIAL CHANNELS AND HANDLES
#SKILLSUSANATIONALSIGNINGDAY
	

When we began planning for today, we wanted to include the perspective of someone connected to CTE who can help us tell the story about how SkillsUSA is a solution to the skills gap in our country. Today we are joined by an individual who
· Was raised in ____________________, and had dreams of becoming ____________________________________.
· Their career path included ___________________________________.
· They’ve been connected to SkillsUSA through __________________________________________________________, and today they serve our community through the role of ______________________________________.
It is my distinct honor to introduce you to our 2026 SkillsUSA National Signing Day keynote speaker, ___________________________ <NAME>.

LEAD APPLAUSE.


KEYNOTE SPEAKER - APPROXIMATELY 5-10 MINUTES
		
VISUAL:
KEYNOTE SPEAKER NAME, ROLE/TITLE

STAGE ASSISTANT 1 ESCORTS SPEAKER ON STAGE.
EMCEE WELCOMES SPEAKER WITH A HANDSHAKE AND EXITS STAGE FOR THE DURATION OF KEYNOTE. CAN PRESENT A SMALL ITEM OF THANKS IF YOU WISH, ALONG WITH THE HANDSHAKE.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER - APPROXIMATELY 5-10 MINUTES

STUDENT EMCEE:	_________________________ <NAME>, we can’t thank you enough for sharing your story today and for your ongoing support of SkillsUSA. Every student needs a network of people to offer encouragement and insight, and we’re grateful for the investment of time you make to support us. Thank you!


LEAD APPLAUSE.
STAGE ASSISTANT 1 ESCORTS SPEAKER OFF STAGE.

You’re about to meet the true stars of our SkillsUSA National Signing Day event — the students who are ready to sign their letters of intent to showcase their commitment to employment, internships, apprenticeships, or advancing  in technical training in their given program. 

These young people will soon provide their knowledge, skills and services to others in the community as they continue along their career path. As our SkillsUSA members are recognized, they’ll each share their name, training program and future plans. After everyone is announced, we will acknowledge everyone with a round of applause. 



SIGNING DAY STUDENT INTRODUCTIONS - APPROXIMATELY 15  MINUTES

VISUAL:
SIGNING DAY STUDENT RECOGNITION AND INTRODUCTIONS

EMCEE REMAINS AT PODIUM AND WELCOMES STUDENT 1 WITH A HANDSHAKE BEFORE STEPPING BEHIND THE SPEAKER.

EACH STUDENT ENTERS THE STAGE OR FRONT OF ROOM FROM THE SIDE AND APPROACHES THE PODIUM. EACH STUDENT CAN SHARE THEIR NAME, TRAINING PROGRAM AND FUTURE PLANS FOR SCHOOL OR WORK. ALTERNATIVELY, AN EMCEE CAN ANNOUNCE EACH STUDENT AS THEY COME UP BY READING OFF A CARD THEY HAND TO THE ANNOUNCER.

AFTER EACH STUDENT IS ANNOUNCED, THEY WILL GO TAKE THEIR PLACE AT THE SIGNING TABLE IN THE FRONT OF THE ROOM. THEN THE NEXT STUDENT WILL BE ANNOUNCED. 

DEPENDING UPON HOW MANY STUDENTS YOU HAVE, AND HOW MANY SIGNING SEATS ARE AT THE TABLES IN THE FRONT OF THE ROOM, GROUPS OF STUDENTS CAN SIGN THEIR PLEDGE CARDS, STAND FOR RECOGNITION AND THEN GO BACK INTO THE AUDIENCE AND BE SEATED THIS CAN BE DONE BY PROGRAM OR BY CAREER CLUSTER, ETC.

STUDENT EMCEE:	It’s time now to officially recognize the hard work and commitment of this year’s Signing Day participants! Each of the individuals who introduced themselves a moment ago will now sign their commitment document. Audience, please join me in counting down from three to help us all get excited about these commitments. Ready? Three … Two … One … Sign!

REPEAT AS NECESSARY UNTIL ALL STUDENTS ARE INTRODUCED AND SEATED TO SIGN. PAUSE WHILE SIGNING OCCURS AND THEN LEAD THE AUDIENCE IN APPLAUSE.

Can you believe how fortunate we are to have such talent from our very own school joining the skilled worker talent pipeline? These students are evidence of the impact that is possible through SkillsUSA and career and technical education. 

(OPTIONAL EVENT) STUDENT, ADVISOR AND GRADUATES PANEL DISCUSSION 
	
	At this time, we welcome some of our students, teachers, program graduates, and partners to the stage for our panel discussion. The next several minutes will provide time for you to ask questions about the school and programs, the role of SkillsUSA in our community, how SkillsUSA involvement creates meaningful value for our partners, or anything else you’d like to know. 

	If you have a question, stand up. I’ll call on you or bring the microphone to you. Introduce yourself and share your question with us. One of the students or our advisor will answer. 

STUDENT, ADVISOR, GRADUATES, AND PARTNER PANEL - APPROXIMATELY 20 MINUTES

VISUAL:
NATIONAL SIGNING DAY PANEL 

PANELISTS ENTER FROM SIDE AND TAKE A SEAT IN PANELIST CHAIRS.

EMCEE OR OTHER HELPERS FIELD QUESTIONS FROM AUDIENCE MEMBERS AS TIME ALLOWS. SIGNING DAY STUDENTS AND ADVISOR(S) HAVE MICROPHONE(S) ON STAGE FOR THE PANEL AND 1 OR 2 PEOPLE RESPOND TO THE QUESTIONS ASKED, UNLESS A RESPONSE IS REQUESTED FROM EVERYONE.

STUDENT EMCEE: 	Thank you, audience members for your questions. We hope this is the start of an ongoing dialogue about how we can work together to prepare a highly skilled workforce. 

PANELISTS EXIT STAGE.

(OPTIONAL) SKILL DEMOS AND SCHOOL TOURS - APPROXIMATELY 30 MINUTES

		VISUAL:
		FACILITY TOUR AND SKILL DEMONSTRATIONS OR EXHIBITS

STUDENT EMCEE:	Our students are eager to show you some of the things they are doing in their programs that have influenced their career journeys. At this time, our students will lead school tours and share some skill exhibits and demonstrations. 

	<INSERT INSTRUCTIONS HERE FOR GROUPS, LOCATIONS OF OTHER ROOMS/SITES, ETC..>

	We will meet back in this room at _____________ <TIME>. Enjoy the showcase!

TOURS AND SKILL EXHIBITS OCCUR AS INSTRUCTED

		ATTENDEES RETURN TO MAIN ROOM.

 STUDENT EMCEE:	Thank you for spending time with us today celebrating our students, learning about SkillsUSA and building new relationships.

	We hope you enjoyed our school tour and skill demonstrations. Our classroom doors are always open to you as a guest speaker, skills demonstrator or evaluator, mentor, subject matter expert, future employer, or supporter of our program. 
	
	Please remember to follow our chapter and school on social media and to share photos from today on your own social media with the hashtag #SkillsUSANationalSigningDay 
	
			VISUAL:
	WEBSITE
	SOCIAL CHANNELS
	#SKILLSUSANATIONALSIGNINGDAY

	PROVIDE DIRECTIONS FOR REFRESHMENTS, SHARING OF PHOTOS, FILLING OUT INTEREST CARDS TO STAY IN TOUCH OR OTHER FOLLOW UPS AS PART OF YOUR LOCAL SIGNING DAY EVENT.

	STUDENT LEADERS SHOULD SEND A PERSONAL EMAIL TO ANY SPECIAL GUESTS FOLLOWING THE EVENT AND INCLUDE PHOTOS, IF POSSIBLE. SEE SIGNING DAY RESOURCES FOR EMAIL TEMPLATES.

