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This past FY21 (September 1, 2020 through August 31, 2021) 
provided an opportunity to prove just how vital the skilled 
trades are to keeping our nation moving. SkillsUSA’s school 
year included innovative virtual programming designed to 
build affinity and keep members motivated. The year had 
many positive highlights including a new “Connect to My 
Future” virtual career conference, a National Signing Day that 
saw SkillsUSA featured on “Good Morning America,” and a 
culminating celebration 2021 National Leadership and Skills 
Conference that virtually honored national medalists in 107 skilled and leadership competitions.  

Through the generosity of our committed business 
partners, we exceeded our fundraising goal by 
41 percent. With innovative chapter support, new 
scholarships, and investments in our virtual community 
platform and diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives, 
this year’s work will shape the organization for years to 
come. SkillsUSA members and the skills they represent 
will always be essential. And so is your continued 
support. We hope you take great pride knowing that 
the accomplishments listed below were possible 
because of you.

CORPORATE DONOR
Year-End Report | Fiscal Year 2021

• SkillsUSA hosted its first ever fully virtual NLSC and Awards & Recognition Session with 3,707 
competitors, 107 competitions and 1,100 total medalists. 

• Forty partners joined SkillSUSA for the 2021 virtual TECHSPO event. 
• Hundreds of schools in 27 states and Puerto Rico participated in the 2021 SkillsUSA Signing Day 

event. The Home Depot Foundation and 84 Lumber issued 16 scholarships in all, six from The Home 
Depot, and 10 from 84 Lumber, to 2021 SkillsUSA program participants.

• SkillsUSA CONNECT provided virtual community engagement for nearly 7,000 students and advisors.
• In FY 2021, 25 states produced 1,000 Career Essentials credential or micro-credential earners.
• State officer training was provided virtually for 279 student leaders in 42 states.
• More than 500 members participated in Pour the IndusTEA, a new virtual career event held in 

November. 
• Registration for the Connect to My Future career conference in May exceeded 7,500, with over 200  

volunteer opportunities filled by partners.
• SkillsUSA released a revised Program of Work as a chapter management tool, an individual growth 

plan and the ultimate student engagement tool.  
• Awarded scholarships to 83 recipients through eight scholarship programs, launched four new awards: 

Two Signing Day Scholarships, The Bob Westphal Memorial Scholarship and The Larry Rash Memorial 
Scholarship). Click here to see a complete listing of 2020–2021 SkillSUSA scholarship recipients.

FUNDRAISING GOAL UPDATE | Total raised: $7,180,411

FUNDRAISING 
GOAL

$5,074,978

Percentage of Goal 
Raised in 2021

2021 Virtual NLSC

https://youtu.be/aDLDhzhjU90
https://youtu.be/aDLDhzhjU90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Rb_moxrpfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wu2vA_z7jT4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wu2vA_z7jT4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wu2vA_z7jT4
https://www.skillsusa.org/events-training/techspo-trade-show/
https://www.skillsusa.org/skillsusa-national-signing-day-celebrates-skilled-trades/
https://www.careeressentials.org/
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6EH6Jwl7duapz12z2j3gX96_6R-rJBTZ
https://youtu.be/aDLDhzhjU90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJfldnIucjU
https://www.skillsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2020-2021-Scholarship-Recipients.pdf
https://www.skillsusa.org/membership-resources/scholarships-financial-aid/
https://www.skillsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2020-2021-Scholarship-Recipients.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Rb_moxrpfI
https://youtu.be/9Rb_moxrpfI
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STUDENT IMPACT

Hosting our first-ever fully virtual National Leadership and Skills Conference in June of 2021 was a true achievement 
and it was only possible because the efforts of our corporate partners, board, state directors, staff and volunteers. 
We’ve also received a lot of great feedback about the impact the event had on our members. 

The statement below came to us from a proud parent of one our 2021 gold medalists:

“My gratitude has little to do with his winning. The entire process, and the efficiency, professionalism and 
organization of SkillsUSA was remarkable, especially having to do it via Zoom.
 
Conor winning the state competition was amazing, and 
winning the national contest was surreal. But win or lose, 
SkillsUSA gave Conor a sort of validation — we’ve always 
been supportive, but SkillsUSA, and his truly-above-and-
beyond teachers, did so much for him. Please don’t ever 
underestimate the value of your organization.
 
Several Massachusetts news organizations did stories on his 
winning. One of the things Conor is quoted saying in one of 
the articles (he submitted his answers in writing) sums it up 
far better than I can:
 

click to watch

WATCH: 103 SkillsUSA 2021 
National Medalists Say 

“Thank You”

PARTNER SPOTLIGHTS

Lowe’s and SkillsUSA—SkillsUSA wants to acknowledge 
the amazing support of Lowe’s during the 2020–2021 year. 
Our largest partner to date, Lowe’s will be offering SkillsUSA 
chapters in fall 2021 a new program with $250,000 in support 
grants. Lowe’s also provided tools to students at the start of the 
2021 spring semester for virtual learning. Read more here.

Penske Support—Atlanta here we come! It took 18 days and 
32 tractor and trailer loads to relocate the National Skills and 
Leadership Conference to its new home in Atlanta, Georgia. Thanks 
so much to Penske for their generous donation of the trailers that 
made this move happen. Read the full story here.

2021 Virtual Awards and Recognition Session

https://youtu.be/wu2vA_z7jT4
https://youtu.be/wu2vA_z7jT4
https://youtu.be/wu2vA_z7jT4
https://youtu.be/wu2vA_z7jT4
https://youtu.be/wu2vA_z7jT4
https://www.skillsusa.org/membership-resources/scholarships-financial-aid
https://skillsusachampions.org/2021/09/partner-spotlight-penske-trucking-comes-through-in-the-clutch/
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To support SkillsUSA, share ideas and inquire about engagement opportunities, contact the 
Office of Business Partnerships and Development at BPD@skillsusa.org.

Click here to view our full corporate donor list.

Explore the impact of our donors in the 2020 Impact Report.

‘SkillsUSA is an amazing organization that provides a great way for you to really be motivated to better yourself 
in areas like carpentry, electrical, etc. There are typically no competitive events for things like carpentry the way 
there are for sports, music and academics. which sometimes leaves out kids who are interested in different things 
and try to better their craft. The 650 private business organizations that fund SkillsUSA promote technical-school 
students like me the way that state and federal aid and scholarships promote kids going right to college. 

My favorite part, though, was seeing how much the people at SkillsUSA put in to give me the opportunity, and 
especially how my teachers put in so much time doing this just for me, and allow me to have so much fun. I 
would have felt this way regardless of whether I won anything.’
 
I think he said it well, and in a mother’s words, thank you from the bottom of my heart for being such a great 
organization.”

Learn more about SkillsUSA student success stories here.

STAY INSPIRED, stay connected:

Road to Atlanta 2022

Click to Watch: SkillsUSA’s 2022 Theme “United as One.” Click to Watch: The Road to Atlanta, 2022.

SkillsUSA kicked off the new fiscal year with its in-person Washington Leadership 
Training Institute in September and the State Directors Conference in Atlanta in 
October. With the United As One theme to motivate our members and partners, 
we are busy planning for an exciting National Leadership & Skills Conference this 
June at the Georgia World Congress Center. Take a look at our new host city and 
start making plans to join us.

mailto: bpd@skillsusa.org
https://www.skillsusa.org/about/partners/
https://www.skillsusa.org/about/impact-report/
https://skillsusachampions.org
https://youtu.be/OeJB9HNwiDU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OeJB9HNwiDU
https://youtu.be/CfnzH-nSH_U
https://youtu.be/OeJB9HNwiDU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVySNJlc_r8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVySNJlc_r8
https://youtu.be/OeJB9HNwiDU
https://youtu.be/CfnzH-nSH_U

