
 

National SkillsUSA PHOTOGRAPHY Competition 

This year's National SkillsUSA competition will be conducted as closely to the live event 
as possible.  The only difference is we will be communicating via the internet rather than 
in person.  As always, we are very excited to see the incredible talent in your work! 

I. APPS NEEDED 
1. Zoom: All contest communications will be conducted using the Zoom app. 
2. Kahoot: While on Zoom, students will take a 50 question Knowledge Test using 

the Kahoot platform.  Please familiarize your students with the app. 
3. DropBox: All required contest materials will be uploaded to a dedicated shared 

folder.  Once we receive your official email, a folder link will be emailed to 
you. 

II. DATES & TIMES 

III. CONTEST OVERVIEW 
On the Contest Meeting (Zoom), the contest chair will give a clear overview of the 
contest guidelines that will include the following: 

Event Date Time

Contest Meeting (Zoom) Monday June 14, 2021 7:00pm EST

Upload DEADLINE (Dropbox) Tuesday June 15, 2021 7:00pm EST

Part Contest Name Required Items Points

Part 1 Photo Knowledge Test 50 questions on Kahoot 200

Part 2 Field Assignment 6 JPEG photos 200

Part 3 Conceptual 1 layered PSD file 100

Part 4 Product Photography 1 JPEG photo 200

Part 5 Digital Editing 1 layered PSD file 150

Part 6 Print Competition 2 JPEG photos 100

Part 7 Resumes 1 pdf document 50
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Part 1: Knowledge Test:  (Given during the Zoom meeting using Kahoot) 
Please download the free Kahoot app on a smart device PRIOR to the Zoom 
Meeting. Students will be tested on a wide variety of topics including: 
A. Features of Light (white balance, patterns, ratios, etc...) 
B. Digital SLR Features/Functions 
C. Photo Basics (exposure, rules of art, settings, etc...) 
D. Digital Imaging (Adobe Photoshop) 

Part 2: Field Assignment (completed after the contest meeting) 
Students will go on a photographic assignment and capture images that relate to 
a “theme”.  Images will be scored on the using the following rubric: 
A. adherence to the theme 
B. technical and artistic proficiency 
C. ability to follow directions on the following guidelines: 
D. GUIDELINES 

1. DATE: All photos must be created AFTER the Zoom contest meeting.  
2. METADATA: ALL photos must have the camera's Metadata accessible by 

the judges.  Any photos with wiped data (date, time, camera, exposure 
mode & settings, etc...) will be disqualified. 

3. DATE & TIME: Please set the camera's date & time correctly! 
4. QUALITY: You can choose to shoot the originals in RAW or JPEG modes. 
5. MODE: Cameras MUST be set to Manual exposure.  NO version of Auto 

exposure is acceptable. 
6. FOCUS: Auto or Manual focus is acceptable 
7. EDITING: Do NOT over-manipulate your images. This is a Photography 

contest, not a digital art or graphic design contest. Make global tonal 
adjustments (i.e. Exposure, Contrast, Saturation, Spot Removal, Filters, 
etc...) as you would when showing them to a potential client. 

8. NUMBER OF PHOTOS: Choose Six of your best photos. 
9. RESIZE: Short Edge = 4" at 600ppi 
10. RENAME: Photos MUST be renamed using the following format: 

Contestant##-FA-Photo## (Example: 101-FA-01, 101-FA-02, 101-FA-03, 
etc...)  The photo ID numbers must be in sequence from 01 to 06. 

11. FORMAT: Flattened Jpeg 
12. UPLOAD: Upload all SIX Field Assignment photos to your Dropbox folder. 

Part 3: Conceptual (completed after the contest meeting) 
Let your imagination run wild as you create a conceptual piece (digital art) 
combining 4 photos from your 6 chosen Field Assignment photos.  The theme of 
this contest is NOT related to the theme given for the Field Assignment.  Images 
will be scored using the following rubric: 
A. creativity in conceptualizing the relationship between multiple images 
B. mastery of Photoshop skills 
C. ability to follow directions on the following guidelines: 
D. GUIDELINES 

1. SIZE: Create a New Photoshop document sized 8x12 @ 300ppi 
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2. NAME: Name the image using the following format: “Conceptual-
###” (i.e. Conceptual-105). 

3. You MUST use a minimum of 4 images out of your 6 chosen Field 
Assignment photos to create your Conceptual piece. 

4. FORMAT: Layered PSD 
5. UPLOAD: One image to your Dropbox folder. 

Part 4: Product Photography (completed after the contest meeting) 
Because there may be limitations for some students to access studio strobes or flashed 
and their school's studio facilities, this contest will be general in scope. Images will be 
scored on the using the following rubric: 

A. technical and artistic proficiency 
B. ability to follow directions on the following guidelines: 
C. GUIDELINES 

1. YOU are the Art Director on this project.  Make all creative decisions using 
any layout, props, lighting, studio, or location available to you. 

2. SUBJECT: Any bottle of soda made of glass or plastic. NO CANS! 
3. RESIZE: Short Edge = 4" at 600ppi 
1. RENAME: Photo MUST be renamed Product-Contestant### (Example: 

Product-101) 

Part 5: Digital Editing (completed after the contest meeting) 
This competency evaluates the student's knowledge of basic digital editing using 
Adobe Photoshop.  Images and detailed step-by-step instructions will be given 
during the meeting.  Images will be scored on the using the following rubric: 
A. technical proficiency using the following: 

1. Selection tools 
2. Layers, Adjustment Layers & Layer Masks 
3. Cloning & Healing brushes 
4. Type Tools 
5. Color Fills & Matching 
6. Image Sizing & Resolution 

B. ability to follow directions on the following guidelines: 
C. GUIDELINES:  The guidelines are given out as a separate document that 

varies per assignment.  Refer to the Digital Editing guidelines distributed 
during the contest meeting. 

Part 6: Print Competition (completed BEFORE the contest meeting) 
Students are required to upload TWO digital prints that are produced prior to the 
competition. These images must represent the best of the student's personal 
abilities.  Particular attention will be given to: 
A. the technical & artistic aspects of the image 
B. the overall impact 
C. RESIZE: Short Edge = 4" at Resolution 600ppi 
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D. RENAME: Photos MUST be renamed using the following format: 
Contestant##-PC-Photo## (Example: 101-PC-01, 101-PC-02)  The photo ID 
numbers must be in sequence from 01 to 02. 

Part 7: Resume (completed BEFORE the contest meeting) 
Students are required to upload a Resume for review by the judges.  It should be 
clean and professional. 

V. CONTESTANT REQUIRED ITEMS 
• Computer with Photoshop installed. 
• Digital SLR or high-end mirrorless camera 
• Speedlight Flash & light meters (helpful but not mandatory) 
• Product listed above in Product Photography section 

SPONSORED BY: The Academy For Media Production (AMP) - www.amp-school.com 
AMP sponsors the National Photography competition by offering a $2,000 
scholarship to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners in both the Secondary and 
Post-secondary levels.  This is added to a $2,000 scholarship for winning 1st 
place in your state competition for a total of $4,000 scholarship. (This scholarship 
is proprietary to AMP). 

Bill Chenaille 
Owner / Director of Photo & Video
Academy For Media Production
238 Main Street
McSherrystown, PA 17344
M: (800) 661-2981
C: (717) 491-5468
bjc@amp-school.com
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