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asktim

Start of Something Big

Q&A

Executive Director Tim Lawrence has known SkillsUSA
as a student member, instructor, industry partner and
state director. Got a question? He can help.

Q:

I’ve heard that “it takes 20 years
of hard work to become an ‘overnight success.’ ” How can I speed it up?
Tim: As you begin this new school year, I
want you to believe that this is the start of
something big. Only by making big plans
can you move forward on your path in life.
Sometimes it’s hard to see beyond the
short term — this week, this month or
this year. Try picturing yourself in 10
years. Where do you work? Have you met
your educational and personal goals? Are
you happy? If you establish a pathway now,
it will be much easier to create that future.
This issue of SkillsUSA Champions
introduces some incredible people who
a few years ago were in your position.
Our new national student officers were
trying to figure out the future, where they
would go and what they would do. Then
something big happened: they found
SkillsUSA and a mentor who helped focus
their efforts and clarify their goals. Our
exemplary instructors, like the Advisor of
the Year finalists also in this issue, work to
help students like you find a path in life.
You’ll also meet TV commentator
Wendy Venturini. A SkillsUSA advisor
helped her discover a talent for public
speaking, then nurtured it until she was
a national medalist. While it took a path
of hard work in less glamorous jobs, today
Venturini is making a name for herself.

Deciding to participate in the SkillsUSA
Championships, or taking a Skill Connect
assessment in your technical area, can help
you improve your skills and document
them for a future employer. The national
gold medalists listed in this issue started
by making that decision. Some of them
may continue the process by going on to
the WorldSkills Competition. Our recent
competitors in Calgary brought home two
silver medals and four medallions of excellence — our best showing in years.
SkillsUSA offers many opportunities
for you to set short- and long-term goals
and create your own path, including our
Professional Development Program.
These tools are helpful, but the most
powerful are the people with whom you
surround yourself. Seek out mentors.
Don’t be afraid to ask your instructor for
help and guidance. Do your part to form
a meaningful relationship that helps you
succeed in your personal and professional
goals, whatever they may be.
How you capitalize on these opportunities is up to you. Dream big, and allow
yourself a few years to develop into an
“overnight success.”

•

Got questions about SkillsUSA or other topics?
E-mail anyinfo@skillsusa.org or send a letter
to the address on the facing page. Put “Ask
Tim” in the subject line or mail address.
Fall 2009
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what’snew

SkillsUSA Competitors

Earn Pride

At WorldSkills

T

he WorldSkills Competition has been
called “a celebration for skills success,”
and, this year, SkillsUSA played a larger
role in that celebration than ever before.
The 16-member SkillsUSA WorldTeam
was the biggest to date, and the just-in-atpress-time results of the competition in
Calgary, Alberta, are worth celebrating!
Jack Frederick of Kansas earned a silver
medal in Automotive Service Technology,
and Joe Young (Michigan) earned silver

Lowe’s Helps Quench ‘Thirst’

S

in Welding. Medallions of excellence were
awarded to Amela Mujkic (Michigan) in
Printing, Ben Janke (Wisconsin) in Car
Painting, Craig Growney (New Jersey)
in Cooking and Jennifer Miaczynski
(Illinois) in Hairdressing.
SkillsUSA celebrates the amazing
achievements of the entire SkillsUSA
WorldTeam. Relive their life-changing
adventure at: www.skillsusa.org/compete/
worldteam09.shtml.

killsUSA and Lowe’s are
jointly awarding Sed de Saber
grants to local SkillsUSA
chapters, and SkillsUSA is currently
seeking schools interested in implementing Sed de Saber as a community service program. What is “Sed
de Saber”? The phrase means “thirst
for knowledge,” and the program is
an interactive English-as-a-SecondLanguage (ESL) learning system. It
fosters a more skilled work force and
reduces Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) violations,
accidents and injuries. To find out how
your school can apply for a Sed de Saber
grant for up to $10,000, visit: www.
skillsusa.org/educators/seddesaber.shtml.

•

•

Photo: Lloyd Wolf

The SkillsUSA team’s
performance at the
WorldSkills Competition is
cause for celebration: two
silver medals and
four “medallions of
excellence.”
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A BLUEPRINT
FoR SUCCeSSFUL
JoB hUNTeRS

i

n a tough economy, the odds of
finding a good job are tougher
than ever. But Nora Spencer, Lowe’s
senior college recruiter, has written
an article designed to help you
improve those odds. “Job Search
Triumph in a Tough Economy” is
now available on SkillsUSA’s Job
Board (sponsored by NEW) at: www.
skillsusa.org/about/employment.shtml.
When it comes to building your
job search, Spencer suggests that job
seekers “start simple — get on the
Web,” especially the more well-known
sites like Monster.com and CareerBuilder.com. But, Spencer is quick to
point out, check the individual Web
sites of the companies that interest
you, too.
Spencer also cites another important, but often overlooked, resource:
local career fairs.
“Show up dressed for success and
armed with a stack of simple, professional looking résumés,” she says.
“And if a company you like is attending, make it a point to speak to them,
even if they don’t have open positions
that fit your interests.”
Spencer also cautions young jobseekers not to expect their dream job
immediately. The important thing,
she says, is to get your foot in the
door, even if that means accepting
an entry-level position that’s not
exactly what you were hoping for in
the long-run. (See Wendy Venturini’s story on Page 20 for a perfect
example of this good advice.)
Be sure to check out the full article
for many more helpful hints, and be
sure to make SkillsUSA’s Job Board a
part of your job-hunting arsenal.

•

Calculating Their Winnings

Calculated Industries just released the results of
their “Invented in the USA” scholarship competition for SkillsUSA members. Contestants were
asked to submit designs for a new calculator
that would be useful to the trades represented
by SkillsUSA. Justin Levi Gordon of Fulton County
Area Vocational Technical School in McConnellsburg, Pa., took home the first-place prize of
$1,000 with his unique construction/scientific
calculator combo. Second, third and honorable
mention prizes were also awarded. Learn more
about this unique “student inventor” competition at: www.calculated.com/scholarship/. •

New Year Brings
A New Store

A

new school year means many things,
and one of those things is shopping.
That’s why the grand opening of the
new-look, newly stocked SkillsUSA online
store is so timely.
Featuring an array of brand-new
products, from fashion apparel to accessories to gift items, the new SkillsUSA Store
will help you show off your SkillsUSA
pride to the world. Even the legendary red
blazer has received an upgrade, featuring a lighter-weight fabric, personalized
labeling and custom buttons.
Check out the new inventory at: www.
skillsusastore.org. Visit often, because new
products will be added frequently. For
help with the site or special item requests,
call the dedicated customer service team
at: 1-800-401-1560. Happy new year!

•
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NLSC mAKeS
hiSToRy AGAiN
iN KANSAS CiTy

B

Jack Frederick, a senior in Automotive
Technology, took the skills he learned at
the Pittsburg State University College of
Technology to a whole new level.
The College of Technology offers
associates, bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in more than 100 programs
in the following areas:
• Automotive Technology
• Engineering Technology
• Construction Management and
Construction Engineering Technologies
• Graphics and Imaging Technologies
• Technology Education
• Technology and Workforce Learning

igger than ever. That’s probably the
easiest way to describe SkillsUSA’s
2009 National Leadership and Skills
Conference. It was a perfect capstone to
the record-shattering 307,052 members
for the 2008-09 school year.
With almost 15,000 people descending on the greater Kansas City, Mo.,
area, more than 5,300 competitors and
91 competitions, one might think there
couldn’t be anything bigger to talk
about. However, the Opening Ceremony
included such a moment: a $1.5 million
contribution from the Lowe’s Charitable
and Educational Foundation, the largest
single corporate contribution in the
history of SkillsUSA.
But the NLSC isn’t just about getting
bigger, it’s also about getting better.
Opening Ceremony keynote speaker
Stephen Paletta, philanthropist and
winner of the “Oprah’s Big Give” TV
show, urged students to become “champions of significance.”
On the last day, more than 450 participants fanned out to give back to the city
that hosts the conference. This service
event was sponsored by Timberland
PRO for the eighth consecutive year.
At the conference’s final night, the
Awards Ceremony, SkillsUSA champions received the gold, silver and bronze
symbols of their incredible accomplishments — sure to yield many more
rewards in the years ahead.
To relive the excitement, view the
Opening and Awards ceremonies in their
complete form at: www.skillsusa.org/events/
nlscvideo.shtml. And go to www.skillsusa.
org/store/ this fall for a conference DVD.
(Reported by Craig E. Moore)

•

JACK FREDERICK
World Skills 2009 Silver Medalist
USA Best in the Nation 2009 Gold Medalist
National President SkillsUSA Post-Secondary
Division 2007-08

COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

Pittsburg, Kansas • www.pittstate.edu/tech

Photos: Lloyd Wolf

Pittsburg State University

2009 NLSC Honorees

Honorary Life Members: Glenn
Barefoot, SkillsUSA North Carolina
director; Tony Glenn, SkillsUSA board
member from Nebraska; Don Hatton,
U.S. liaison to the WorldSkills organization; Paul Williams, SkillsUSA board
member from Rhode Island
Advisor of the Year: John Crosby, Lassen
High School, Susanville, Calif. (see story,
Page 17)
Outstanding Educators: Dean Blevins,
Kingsport (Tenn.) City Schools; Clare
Ciliano, L.A. Wilson Technology Center,
Newport, N.Y.; Mark Murphy, Hart
Career Center, Mexico, Mo.
Student2Student Mentoring Grand
Prize Chapter: Delcastle Technical High
School, Wilmington, Del.
President’s Volunteer Service Award
(gold level): Bill Bauer, Hackensack, N.J.;
Jonathan Jones, Decatur, Ga.; Tanesha
McArthur, Columbus, Ga.; Robert Ockenden, Fairport, N.Y.; Kaitlin Tenerella
and Gianna Velino, Cranston, R.I.; Laura
Woo and Michelle Woo, Troutdale, Ore.
Pat Dalton Outstanding Achievement
Award: Kelly Persons, Lowe’s Charitable
and Educational Foundation
Torch Carrier Award: Roger Cada, State
Farm Insurance Companies; Cameron
Ferguson, Caterpillar Inc.
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VOL AU VENTS?
New brand of Swedish spring water?

Actually it means “flying in the
wind” – but foodies around the
world know it as a puff pastry shell
that’s, you guessed it, incredibly light.
At The Culinary Institute of America, we
speak food, and our knowledge of this
international language draws from an
appetite ingrained in the fingertips, taste
buds, and imagination of our students,
professors, and alumni. It's expression,
it's love – it's life.

•

Visit www.wespeakfood.com
to learn more.

At the CIA – the world's premier culinary college – not only will you master the art of food,
but you'll also gain the business savvy to succeed in today's competitive market.
Our determined students, impassioned instructors, state-of-the-art facilities, and decorated
alumni will help you get where you want to be – on the restaurant floor,
in test kitchens, at corporate headquarters, behind a writer's desk,
on TV, or anywhere else you dream of going.

APPLY NOW! 1-800-CULINARY (285-4627)
Bachelor’s & Associate Degrees
Approximately 90 percent of students receive financial aid | Financial aid available for those who qualify

2009’s SkillsUSA
Championships
First-Place Finishers
3-D viSUALizATioN AND ANimATioN: Brandon
Burt/ Elizabeth O’Gara, Central Kitsap High
School, Silverdale, Wash.; Lance Mannebach/Kyle
Budd, Hutchinson (Kan.) Community College
ACTioN SKiLLS: Michelle Gosselin, Montachusett
Regional Vocational-Technical High School
(RVTHS), Fitchburg, Mass.; Samantha Hall, Central
Technology Center, Drumright, Okla. I ADveRTiSiNG DeSiGN: Victoria Brown, Del Sol High School,
Las Vegas, Nev.; Chelsea Eichler, University of
Arkansas, Fort Smith I AmeRiCAN SPiRiT: (teams)
Buckeye Hills Career Center, Rio Grande, Ohio;
Sarasota (Fla.) County Tech Institute I ARChiTeCTURAL DRAFTiNG: Taylor Kvarda, Lake Havasu High
School, Lake Havasu City, Ariz.; Michael Mosler,
Rend Lake College, Ina, Ill. I AUDio/RADio PRoDUCTioN: Jonathan Solis/Hileigh Armenta, Ben Barber
Career Center, Mansfield, Texas; Bryan Sansom/
Skylar Haws, Utah Valley University, Orem, Utah I
AUTomATeD mANUFACTURiNG TeChNoLoGy:
(teams) River Valley Technical Center, Springfield,
Vt.; Tulsa Technology Center, Broken Arrow, Okla. I
AUTomoTive ReFiNiShiNG TeChNoLoGy: Kayla
Toncik, Career Institute of Technology, Easton, Pa.;
Phil Davie, Washtenaw Community College, Ann
Arbor, Mich. I AUTomoTive SeRviCe TeChNoLoGy:
Tony Foley, Central Campus High School, Des
Moines, Iowa; George Heindl, Madison (Wis.) Area
Tech College I AviATioN mAiNTeNANCe TeChNoLoGy: Elliott Ott, Aviation Center, Swanton, Ohio;
Donald Qualls, Greenville (S.C.)Technical College
BASiC heALTh CARe SKiLLS: Elizabeth Nunez, W.M.
Davies Jr. Career and Technical High School,
Lincoln, R.I. I BRoADCAST NewS PRoDUCTioN:
(teams) Arlington (Va.) Career Center; Coffeyville
(Kan.) Community College I BUiLDiNG mAiNTeNANCe: Robert Taylor, Mid-East Career and Technology Center, Zanesville, Ohio; Michael Schmidt,
Western Technology Center, Burns Flat, Okla.
CABiNeTmAKiNG: Benjamin Wilde, MacArthur
High School, San Antonio, Texas; Chase Trayal,
Meridian (Miss.) Community College I
CARPeNTRy: Jake Richards, Butte (Mont.) High
School.; Tyler Wingen, South Central College,
Faribault, Minn. I ChAPTeR BUSiNeSS PRoCeDURe:
(teams) Natrona County High School, Casper,
Wyo.; Utah Valley University, Orem, Utah I
ChAPTeR DiSPLAy: (teams) Bethlehem Area Vocational-Technical School (AVTS), Northampton, Pa.;
Gordon Cooper Technology Center, Shawnee,
Okla. I CNC miLLiNG TeChNoLoGy: Joseph Pusdesris, Romeo Engineering and Technology Center,
Washington, Mich.; Joseph King, Calhoon
Community College, Huntsville, Ala.
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CNC TURNiNG TeChNoLoGy: Corrie Albergaria,
Diman RVTHS, Fall River, Mass.; Amber Heintz,
Boise State University, Idaho I CoLLiSioN RePAiR
TeChNoLoGy: Eric Goncalves, Greater New
Bedford RVTHS, New Bedford, Mass.; Allan Zimney,
Dunwoody College of Technology, Minneapolis I
CommeRCiAL BAKiNG: Andrew Coen, Minuteman Regional High School (RHS), Lexington,
Mass.; Mateuz Plaza, Culinary Institute of America, Hyde Park, N.Y. I CommUNiTy SeRviCe: (teams)
Blackstone Valley RVTHS, Upton, Mass.; Sarasota
(Fla.) County Tech Institute I ComPUTeR mAiNTeNANCe TeChNoLoGy: Christopher Jaques, Auburn
(Wash.) Riverside High School; Theo Walston, J.F.
Drake State Technical College, Huntsville, Ala. I
ComPUTeR PRoGRAmmiNG: Thomas White,
Meridian (Idaho) Charter High School; Peter Corcoran, Lawson State Community College, Birmingham, Ala. I CoSmeToLoGy: Laina Call, OgdenWeber Applied Technology College, Ogden, Utah;
Kendra Roberts, Somerset Community College
Laurel Campus, London, Ky. I CRime SCeNe iNveSTiGATioN: (teams) Aiken County Career Center,
Warrenville, S.C.; Serena Illinois Central College,
East Peoria I CRimiNAL JUSTiCe: William Rochester,
B.J. Skelton Career Center, Easley, S.C.; Brett Christensen, Utah Valley University, Orem, Utah I
CULiNARy ARTS: Nia Pullinzi, Harkness Career and
Technical Center, Cheektowaga, N.Y.; Chris Castro,
Central New Mexico Community College, Albuquerque I CUSTomeR SeRviCe: Amelia Fleming,
Hart County High School, Hartwell, Ga.; Tonya
Patrick, Warrensburg (Mo.) Area Career Center
DeNTAL ASSiSTiNG: Katelyn Christiansen, Blackstone Valley RVTHS, Upton, Mass.; Ashley Mills,
Columbus (Ga.) Technical College I DieSeL eQUiPmeNT TeChNoLoGy: Rick Finley, Des Moines Area
Community College, Iowa; Casey Muhlestein,
Utah Valley University, Orem, Utah
eLeCTRoNiCS APPLiCATioNS: Matthew Wilson,
Davis H. Hart Career Center, Mexico, Mo.; Drew
Collins, Linn (Mo.) State Technical College I
eLeCTRoNiCS TeChNoLoGy: Spencer Crockett,
Parkside High School, Salisbury, Md.; Jason
Milliser, Central Nine Career Center, Greenwood,
Ind. I emPLoymeNT APPLiCATioN PRoCeSS: Megan
Evely, Frederick (Md.) County Career and Tech
Center; Brian Roberts, Lamar Institute of Technology, Beaumont, Texas I eNGiNeeRiNG TeChNoLoGy: (teams) Davis H. Hart Career Center, Mexico,
Mo.; Utah Valley University, Orem, Utah I
eNTRePReNeURShiP: (teams) Somerset County
Vo-Tech, Bridgewater, N.J.; Manatee Tech Institute,
Bradenton, Fla.

eSTheTiCS: Ana Plasencia, North Mecklenburg
High School, Huntersville, N.C.; Raychel Bland,
Lurleen B. Wallace Community College, Opp, Ala. I
exTemPoRANeoUS SPeAKiNG: Wade Coffman,
Eastland Career Center, Groveport, Ohio; Jason
Anderson, Northland Career Center, Platte City,
Mo.
FiReFiGhTiNG: Robert Jones, Austin High School,
El Paso, Texas; Steven Ryckman, Manatee Tech
Institute, Bradenton, Fla. I FiRST AiD/CPR: Tyler
Nadeau, United Technologies Center, Bangor,
Maine; Erin Parisien, Metropolitan Community
College, Omaha, Neb. I FooD AND BeveRAGe
SeRviCe: Melissa Rubincan, Delcastle Tech High
School, Wilmington, Del.; Emily Spiller, Ozarks
Technical Community College, Springfield, Mo.
GeoSPATiAL TeChNoLoGy: Timothy Hales, Central
Piedmont Community College, Charlotte, N.C. I
GRAPhiC CommUNiCATioNS: John Litwinowicz,
Royal Oak (Mich.) High School; Brandon Noll, Illinois Central College, East Peoria
heALTh KNowLeDGe BowL: (teams) Southwest
Vermont Career Development Center, Bennington; Ouachita Tech College, Malvern, Ark. I
heALTh oCCUPATioNS PRoFeSSioNAL PoRTFoLio:
Jenny Diaz, W.M. Davies Jr. Career and Technical
High School, Lincoln, R.I.; Stephanie Miller, Tennessee Technology Center, Athens I heATiNG, veNTiLATioN, AiR CoNDiTioNiNG AND ReFRiGeRATioN:
John Huhn, Paul M. Hodgson Vo-Tech, Newark,
Del.; Ryan Reekers, Des Moines Area Community
College, Ankeny, Iowa
iNDUSTRiAL moToR CoNTRoL: Andrew Peters,
Miami Valley Career Tech Center, Clayton, Ohio;
Ben Marso, Northwest Iowa Community College,
Sheldon I iNTeRNeTwoRKiNG: Matthew Vicari,
South Tech Ed Center, Boynton Beach, Fla.; Vernon
Depee, North Carolina State University, Raleigh
JoB iNTeRview: Keanna Mosley, Duncanville
(Texas) High School; Sarah-Jane Thaxton, Jones
County Junior College, Ellisville, Miss. I JoB SKiLL
DemoNSTRATioN A: Kelly Carreiro, Diman RVTHS,
Fall River, Mass.; Frank Cowgill, Pueblo (Colo.)
Community College I JoB SKiLL DemoNSTRATioN
oPeN: Daniel Culler, Colonial Heights (Va.) Vocational Center; Gabriel Gardner, Tennessee Technology Center, Chattanooga
mAJoR APPLiANCe TeChNoLoGy: Roberto Laza,
Robert Morgan Educational Center, Miami, Fla.;
Joe Graupman, Hibbing (Minn.) Community
College

mARiNe SeRviCe TeChNoLoGy: Michael Trisket,
Warren (Pa.) County Career Center; Mike Marsh,
Fox Valley Tech College, Appleton, Wis. I mASoNRy:
Jared Gandy, Mount Pleasant (N.C.) High School;
Bradley Wright, Wallace Community College,
Selma, Ala. I meChATRoNiCS: Alexander Segala/
Robert Dougherty, McCann Technical High School,
North Adams, Mass.; Joseph Claiborne Jr./Jacob
McGill, Tennessee Technology Center, Knoxville I
meDiCAL ASSiSTiNG: Elizabeth Pitroff, McCann
Technical High School, North Adams, Mass.;
Dujeray Gaines, Erie (Pa.) Central AVTS; Sheenia
Loomis, Manatee Tech Institute, Bradenton, Fla.;
Tara Darnell, Lake County High Schools Technology Campus, Grayslake, Ill. I meDiCAL mATh:
Lauren Meadors, U.S. Grant Joint Vocational
School, Bethel, Ohio; Zackery Ledger, South Georgia Technical College, Americus I meDiCAL TeRmiNoLoGy: Brandon Coleman, Dr. James A. Forrest
Career and Tech Center, Leonardtown, Md.; Cliff
Carney, Utah Valley University, Orem, Utah I
moBiLe eLeCTRoNiCS iNSTALLATioN: Ryan Lambert, Dale Jackson Career Center, Lewisville, Texas;
Brandon Maierle, Washtenaw Community College, Ann Arbor, Mich. I moToRCyCLe SeRviCe TeChNoLoGy: Jason Appleton, Bucks County Technical
High School, Fairless Hills, Pa.; Steve Carr, Washtenaw Community College, Ann Arbor, Mich.
NAiL CARe: Rickelle Erwin, Mecosta Osceola Career
Center, Big Rapids, Mich.; Katherine Kruse, Salt
Lake Community College, Salt Lake City, Utah I
NURSe ASSiSTiNG: Jessica Candido, Diman RVTHS,
Fall River, Mass.; Brittney Smith, University of
Arkansas, Fort Smith
oCCUPATioNAL heALTh AND SAFeTy – mULTiPLe:
(two teams) Manatee Tech Institute, Bradenton,
Fla. I oCCUPATioNAL heALTh AND SAFeTy – SiNGLe:
(teams) Buckeye Hills Career Center, Rio Grande,
Ohio; Manatee Tech Institute, Bradenton, Fla. I
oPeNiNG AND CLoSiNG CeRemoNieS: (teams)
Vinal Technical High School, Middletown, Conn.;
Salt Lake Community College, Salt Lake City, Utah
I oUTSTANDiNG ChAPTeR: (team) Buckeye Hills
Career Center, Rio Grande, Ohio
PhoToGRAPhy: David Lex, Tucson (Ariz.) High
School; Rebecca Jordan, Pinellas Technical Education Center, St. Petersburg, Fla. I PiN DeSiGN: Nate
Johnson, J. Everett Light Career Center, Indianapolis; Luis Sanchez, East Los Angeles Occupational
Center I PLUmBiNG: Ryan Spinden, Paul M. Hodgson Vocational Technical High School, Newark,
Del.; Richard Martin, Davis Applied Tech Center,
Kaysville, Utah I PoweR eQUiPmeNT TeChNoLoGy:
Joshua Stephens, Sussex County Tech School,
Sparta, N.J.; Matt Stimpson, Alexandria (Minn.)
Tech College I PRACTiCAL NURSiNG: Charele
Schork, Scarlet Oaks Career Development Center,
Cincinnati; Cody Palmer, South Georgia Technical
College, Americus I PReCiSioN mAChiNiNG TeChNoLoGy: Sawyer Hjortsvang, Des Moines Area
Community College, Ankeny, Iowa; Eric Dahlen,
Boise State University, Idaho I PRePAReD SPeeCh:
Ashlee Delgado, Roosevelt High School, Yonkers,
N.Y.; Justin Workman, Salt Lake Community
College, Salt Lake City, Utah I PReSChooL TeAChiNG ASSiSTANT: Amber Stamey, R.W. Johnson High
School, Gainesville, Ga.; Kelli Hefton, Gwinnett
Technical College, Lawrenceville, Ga. I PRiNCiPLeS
oF TeChNoLoGy: Zane Decker, Diamond Oaks
Career Development Center, Cincinnati

PRomoTioNAL BULLeTiN BoARD: Ikea Wilson/
Emily Meagher, Frederick County Career and Tech
Center, Frederick, Md.; Lindsay Bianchi/Orlando
Ruth, Abram Friedman Occupational Center, Los
Angeles

New Tools for a
New School Year!

QUiz BowL: (teams) Malvern (Ark.) High School;
Sarasota (Fla.) County Tech Institute

N e w!

ReLATeD TeChNiCAL mATh: Nathan Gibbs,
Gravette (Ark.) High School; Andrew Hanson,
Dakota County Tech College, Rosemount, Minn. I
ReSiDeNTiAL wiRiNG: Daniel Greaves, St. Johnsbury (Vt.) Academy; Jim Chong, Central New
Mexico Community College, Albuquerque I
RoBoTiCS AND AUTomATioN TeChNoLoGy: Micah
Trembly/Darren O’Neil, Minuteman RHS, Lexington, Mass.; Marcos Cisneros/Christopher Venegas,
Vernon College, Wichita Falls, Texas

2009 SkillsUSA National
Conference Souvenir DVD
StoCk No. P84
$19.95 eA.

SCReeN PRiNTiNG TeChNoLoGy: Alexander
Higgins, Walton High School, Marietta, Ga.; Katie
Boyts, Ozarks Technical Community College,
Springfield, Mo. I SheeT meTAL: Kyle Baker, Jefferson (Iowa) Scranton High School; Justin McCorkle,
Ogden-Weber Applied Technology College,
Ogden, Utah
TeAmwoRKS: (teams) Southeastern Career
Center, Versailles, Ind.; Salt Lake Community
College, Salt Lake City, Utah I TeChNiCAL
ComPUTeR APPLiCATioNS: Huy Pham, Benson
Polytechnic High School, Portland, Ore.; James
Moore, Spokane (Wash.) Community College I
TeChNiCAL DRAFTiNG: Scot Wilcox, Timpview High
School, Provo, Utah; Joey Barden, Hutchinson
(Kan.) Community College I TeCh PReP ShowCASe: (teams) Greater Lawrence Tech High School,
Andover, Mass.; Greenville (Ohio) Senior High
School; Gloucester County Institute of Technology,
Sewell, N.J.; Kamiah (Idaho) High School;
Manatee Tech Institute, Bradenton, Fla. (five
medals); Mayfield High School, Cleveland, Ohio;
Pinellas Technical Education Center, St. Petersburg, Fla. I TeLeCommUNiCATioNS CABLiNG: Kevin
Kennedy, Dehryl A. Dennis Professional-Technical
Education Center, Boise, Idaho; Edd Jones, East
Central Technical College, Fitzgerald, Ga. I TeLeviSioN (viDeo) PRoDUCTioN: Whitney Summers/
Marcus Dee, Skyview High School, Nampa, Idaho;
Aaron Esterling/Loyal Carlon, Hennepin Tech
College, Brooklyn Park, Minn.
viDeo PRoDUCT DeveLoPmeNT: Daniel Pise/
Daniel Odomirok, Morris County School of Technology, Denville, N.J.; Emily Case/Asaph Green,
Riverside (Calif.) Community College
weB DeSiGN: Angela Schanley-Miller/Celia Slater,
Sanilac Career Center, Peck, Mich.; Sandra Nino/
Jason Hagelberg, Manatee Tech Institute, Bradenton, Fla. I weLDiNG: Joshua Smith, Shelby County
School of Technology, Columbiana, Ala.; Joey
Foster, Wallace State College, Hanceville, Ala. I
weLDiNG FABRiCATioN: (teams) Academy of Arts,
Careers and Technology, Reno, Nev.; American
River College, Sacramento, Calif.
For a full list of gold, silver and bronze medalists,
as well as winners’ names in teams with three or
more members, visit: www.skillsusa-register.org/
reports/medalists.aspx

•
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2010 SkillsUSA Championships technical Standards
StoCk No. P60
$19.95 eA.
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New Version of PDP online
Visit: www.skillsusa.org/store/pdponline.html

To order SkillsUSA Educational Resources
or download a free catalog, visit:
www.skillsusa.org/shop/
Or call: 800-321-8422

Skill Connect ® Assessments cost
$5 for SkillsUSA members or $20 for nonmembers.

Work Force Ready System®

Prove your students are way ahead
Industry-driven assessments for the next generation: your students.
Help them prove to employers they’ve got what it takes; prove
your instructional program has delivered. Your students get the
certificates and you get the proof in real-time.
Skill
•
•
•
•
•
•

Connect Assessments:
Interactive and online
Up-to-date
Real-time feedback
Affordable
Identifies proficiencies
Used as pre- and post-test

Sample Skill Connect®
technical assessment certificate

Assessments will be available in more than
40 technical areas. These are available today:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Advertising Design
Automated Manufacturing
Technology
Commercial Baking
Computer Maintenance
Technology
Cosmetology
Employability
Internetworking
Nail Care

•
•
•

Nurse Assisting
Photography
Welding

ASE–AYES–SkillsUSA Co-brand
•
Automotive Refinishing
•
Automotive Service
Technology
•
Collision Repair Technology

To order, to see demonstrations and for more information, please go to:
www.workforcereadysystem.org or contact: skillconnect@skillsusa.org

Sample question from the Computer
Maintenance Skill Connect® Assessment

Skill Connect ®
Assessments
Available Now!
The Way Ahead
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“SkillsUSA gave me
the leadership skills and
self confidence to really
break out of my shell,”
says ANDREW ZIGLER,
high school division
president. Studying
criminal justice at New
Braunfels (Texas) High
School, he plans on
a political career but
is “definitely a huge
[science] geek,” Zigler
adds. He was allowed to
skip freshman biology
class after bringing in
his own science journal.

STEPHEN LUPTON, high
school vice president at
large, has always lived
on a 50-acre farm in
coastal North Carolina.
“As a freshman, I was
the kind of kid who sat
in the back of the classroom and rarely even
raised his hand,” says
the drafting student at
West Carteret High
School in Morehead
City. His career goal
now? “Public speaking
— motivational, most
likely,” he answers.

Although she’s in
cosmetology and hopes
to own a salon, Oklahoma’s FALLON ELLIOTT
also wants to earn a
college degree in sociology. That should be an
interesting combination
for her clients. As for
SkillsUSA, “it’s given
me so much confidence,
I can’t even begin to
describe it,” says the
high school division’s
secretary, a student at
Kiamichi Technology
Center in Atoka.

For high school treasurer EVE RAGGE, her
first love was visual arts.
That attraction drew
the Atlanta resident
to a graphic communications program.
SkillsUSA has “given
me opportunities that
I would not have had,”
she says. “I’m getting to
travel a lot, I’m meeting
new people, and I’m
just growing every day.”
Ragge attends Cross
Keys High School and
plans to be an architect.

“SkillsUSA has given
me friends from across
my state and across
the country,” says high
school parliamentarian BECKY KIMBALL
of Longwood, Fla.
As a health services
student at Lyman High
School, she’s particularly interested in the
national debate over her
field. Her career goal is
to “provide health care
to children who may
not be able to afford it,”
Kimball says.

Get a Grip
More than 80,000 successful
Johnson & Wales University
graduates live and work across the
United States and in 140 countries
around the world, hired by more
than 1,000 companies worldwide.

Scholarships up to full tuition for SkillsUSA members
1-800-DIAL-JWU (342-5598)
Providence, R.I.
College of Business

North Miami, Fla.

College of Culinary Arts

WWW.JWU.EDU

Denver, Colo.

The Hospitality College

Charlotte, N.C.
School of Technology

Graduate School

Diagnosed with dyslexia
as a child, GIANNA
VELINO keeps looking
for ways to improve as
a communicator and
reader. “SkillsUSA has
helped me with that a
lot,” says our Region 1
vice president — “just
the tricks they give
you to become a better
speaker and better at
writing speeches.” She
studies graphic communications at Cranston
(R.I.) Area Career and
Technical Center.

ZIA GREEN, Region 2
vice president, is the
third graphic communications student on the
current officer team.
But there are differences: a foster child,
she was born with gray
hair. “I want to be chief
editor of a magazine,”
says Green, who goes
to Kendrick High
School in Columbus,
Ga. “SkillsUSA was an
introduction to what
I’m going to experience
in the long run.”

“Before SkillsUSA, I
was from a small town
and I never really got
out much. I just kind of
hung out on a farm with
my friends,” says electrical technology student
JASON BRIGNER, now
Region 3 vice president.
“SkillsUSA gave me
this opportunity in life
to go out and make
something of myself.”
After Eastland Career
Center in Groveport,
Ohio, he’ll go on to be
an electrical engineer.

A long and colorful
family history precedes
EDUARDO LUNA of
Brownsville, Texas, and
his election as Region
4 vice president. Luna
became a U.S. citizen
in 2000. His ancestors
in Mexico range from
respected politicians to
“a very famous pickpocket,” he says. But the
criminal justice student
at James Pace High
School adds he’s on the
right track. “I want to
study to be a lawyer.”

“SkillsUSA has given
me a head start in life.
It’s given me speaking
skills, leadership skills,
and helped me to be
able to show who I
really am in front of an
audience — and not be
terrified to death of it,”
says KIMBERLEE JUDD,
Region 5 vice president.
A health occupations
student at Valley High
School in Orderville,
Utah, she plans to teach
career and technical
classes herself someday.

40949-5

Give new meaning
to Motor-head
Hydraulics: Fundamentals Of Service
Just one of the 27 books from John Deere Publishing. Learning the operation
for hydraulic systems in automotives are simpler than students may think. With
Hydraulics, you can show your class the “how-to” necessary for diagnosing
problems, testing components in off-road vehicles, trucks and automobiles.
Hydraulics is a simple language instruction manual that provides new learners with
basic steps to increase their knowledge. With 15 informative chapters, this book
can support the beginners or even the most experienced mechanics.
Filled with remarkably designed illustrations, Hydraulics
gives students clear demonstrations for greater understanding. From photographs and pictorial diagrams to
troubleshooting and diagnostic charts. This is the ideal
handbook to help trainees comprehend all the theories
of automotive hydraulic systems.
www.johndeere.com/publications
Call (800) 522-7448 to order, to inquire into
prices, or to get our free catalog!
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President of the college/
postsecondary division,
ANNALEE SANTOS is
new to Brigham Young
University’s campus in
Rexburg, Idaho. The
health occupations
student wants to be a
sports trainer. She’s also
lived in Utah, Nevada,
Oregon, Washington
and, until recently,
Florida. After growing
up all over the country,
“I’ve been given opportunities to network” in
SkillsUSA, Santos says.

Being born eight weeks
premature meant “a
constant struggle at
first,” says BRANDON
MULLINGS, college/
postsecondary vice
president. “I was told
that I would never go to
a normal school.” But in
his senior year of high
school, the computer
science student racked
up 33 credit hours
at Central Florida
Community College in
Ocala. His goal is to be
a computer engineer.

For NICK DADDONA,
college/postsecondary
secretary, “SkillsUSA
has programs to help
you in just about every
aspect of your life.”
After military, public
safety and business
careers, he entered
Tennessee Technology Center’s massage
therapy program at
Chattanooga State.
Daddona also recently
got to know his birth
family on a Mohawk
reservation.

“I believe that you
change things through
passion, not position,
but if you have both
you can do twice as
much,” says college/
postsecondary treasurer
RUBEN AMADOR. The
six-year SkillsUSA
member once ran his
high-school chapter
after the advisor became
ill. A business major at
Doña Ana Community
College in Las Cruces,
N.M., he’d like to work
in state-level education.

At first, the student
who eventually became
college/postsecondary
parliamentarian wasn’t
sure about getting
involved. But “there
was the simple fact
that SkillsUSA makes
you feel welcome,
SkillsUSA makes you
feel like you’re family,”
CODY McPHERSON says.
Now studying criminal
justice at Oklahoma
State University in
Okmulgee, he’s aiming
for a law degree.

•

Bring real world
adventures into
your classroom.
T

he HUMVEE School Program can open doors to exciting and rewarding technical careers.
This hands-on learning experience can also help your school meet state and national
curriculum standards.

From automotive engineering to vehicle maintenance, the HUMVEE School Program highlights
career paths and opportunities while showcasing this unique vehicle’s history and technology.
Visit www.HUMVEEScHoolPrograM.coM/cHaMP to learn more.

NATIONALGUARD.com

One?

Pick Just

Remembering the Best

Asked to name
one student who
stands out in their
memories, these top
SkillsUSA advisors
don’t hesitate —
even with decades
to draw from

By Ann P. Schreiber

Photo: Lloyd Wolf

w

(From left) Advisors of
the Year: Tom Renninger,
SkillsUSA Region 3; John
Crosby, Region 5; Jennifer
Leff, Region 4; Paul Elder,
Region 2; and James Maynard,
Region 1.

weB ReSoURCeS
h Find out more about the 2009 Advisor
of the Year candidates. Visit: www.
skillsusa.org/educators/aoy.shtml

h Know an outstanding SkillsUSA advisor?
You can nominate that person for Advisor
of the Year by contacting your state association director. Get the contact information for your state at: www.skillsusa.org/
about/dir4.shtml

h Read the story of John Crosby’s former
student, Noemi Castro, at: www.
skillsusa.org/champions/2003-Fall/
noemi.html

hen the 2009 SkillsUSA
Advisor of the Year talks about
his students, John Crosby isn’t
sure if he’s made an impact on them, but
he’s sure they’ve made an impact on him.
Crosby says it’s tough to pick the one he
remembers most.
When pressed, he brings up Noemi
Castro, a former SkillsUSA national
officer. “She started out as a young lady
of Hispanic origin living out of a car with
her family. She completely turned her life
around,” Crosby says.
Castro’s list of accomplishments includes
overcoming a language barrier to become
a translator for a curricula publishing
company and earning a scholarship for
Chrysler’s College Automotive Program.
“She’s going to teach our student leaders
for our state. We’re very proud of that,”
Crosby adds. “She’s testified before
Congress for career and technical education. She was in Reader’s Digest. I’m on
her coattails, rather than the other way
around.
“There are stories after stories [about my
students]. She was the most famous.”
Like the other four contenders for the
title of top advisor, Crosby’s memorable
moments in education are prefaced by
whether or not SkillsUSA played a part.
All can relate to having one student in
particular who made it all worthwhile.
Fall 2009
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Crosby

elder

An automotive service technologies
instructor at Lassen High School in
Susanville, Calif., since 1978, Crosby
is director of a California Partnership
Academy. Such academies represent a
high-school reform movement focused
on smaller learning communities with a
career theme.
“We’re helping a lot of at-risk students,”
he says, “because being in a partnership
academy, our students are one-half to oneto two-thirds at-risk students. These are
the kids who would have fallen through
the floor boards.
“I tell my teachers that it’s the rare
teacher who takes the at-risk students and
is able to turn them around, teach them
leadership skills and teach them skills to
help them prosper. It’s not just me doing
it, it’s all my academy teachers. The
teachers put out the extra effort it takes to

Leff

maynard

help those students. Every year I think,
‘How many kids can we get to graduate?’ ”

Paul elder, Georgia

Paul Elder is the diversified cooperative training coordinator and overall
SkillsUSA advisor at Harris County High
School in Hamilton, Ga. He’s advanced
the cause of SkillsUSA for 30 years.
“I think any teacher remembers the
first couple of students when you start
teaching,” Elder says. “For me, there was
a young man who had a really bad family
situation. Broken homes are a common
thing. Unfortunately, I didn’t realize it at
the time, the impact I was having. But, his
mother and other people told me over a
period of two or three years that I did.
“We still have a relationship today. I ran
him for a [SkillsUSA] state office, and he
didn’t get it. He didn’t get elected, but he

Superior

Quality

$49.98

Outstanding

Value

$63.00

$67.47

Goodheart-Willcox strives to provide you and your
students with superior quality textbooks at an
outstanding value. You can be assured that G-W titles
have been written and edited by content experts to help
your students learn complex technical concepts. At G-W,
our commitment to exceptional quality and value is
included in every product we offer. Check out the NEW
www.g-w.com to preview the best textbooks for
Technical Education.

Goodheart-Willcox Publisher
800.323.0440 • www.g-w.com
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Renninger

made sure we had a good kid in there the
following year. He became his campaign
manager. He made sure other kids got
into the program.
“I look upon him as an example of leadership. Leadership is making sure other
people get involved,” Elder adds. “He
didn’t get the glory that lots of my kids
have, but he’s the one I look upon as the
best kid. He tells everybody his skills at
leadership started within my classroom.”

Jennifer Leff, minnesota

In the early 1990s, a graphic design class
at Carver-Scott Educational Cooperative (CSEC) in Chaska, Minn., sparked
Jennifer Leff’s lifelong passion for
printing and SkillsUSA. She’s been back
in the same class as lead instructor for
10 years. In 2007, she coached her first
national Advertising Design champion.
Leff won a bronze herself in 1994.
“The one student in particular that
I remember is very recent in my mind
because he just graduated from college,”
Leff says. “He came into my class four
years ago as a junior, and he didn’t know
about the graphics program. When it
came time for the competitions, I asked
him to consider competing in the Ad
Design competition. ‘You have a knack for
this,’ I told him. He competed and ended
up taking first at states.
“I found out after he had been in the
program that there were major problems
with him back at this home school. He
was ready to drop out of school. He went
to nationals. At the Awards Ceremony that
night, they called first place, and he won.
He started out as a student who was going
to drop out of school, and he graduated
this year through the scholarship that he
received from the contest.
“SkillsUSA pushes the students to
do things that they never thought they
could,” Leff points out. “I started with
SkillsUSA in high school and know what
it did for me. That’s what I’d like to give
back to the students.”

James maynard, maryland

After becoming a HVAC (heating, ventilation and air conditioning) instructor
16 years ago at Parkside High School in
Salisbury, Md., James Maynard made
special-needs students a particular focus.
“Everybody has good qualities,”
Maynard explains. “I make things work
for kids who nobody else wants. As long
as I get the job done, and they’re successful at it, then that’s the way to go. It’s my
whole philosophy of teaching.
“I had one young man who got into
a major scrape with the law,” he says.
“There was a murder involved. He got
40 years, plus 20 more for a handgun
violation. He approached me, through
his mom, about continuing on with the
HVAC program.”
After arranging for his student to have
the course books and a laptop, Maynard
was able to see him a couple of times a
month, because the penal institution was
tied to a community technology center.
“He wore an ankle bracelet for the last
two years he was with me. But when he
was with me, he was always A-1.”
Maynard’s abundance of empathy for
his students goes back to his own past.

“SkillsUSA pushes the students to do things that they never
thought they could. I started with SkillsUSA in high school
and know what it did for me. That’s what I’d like to give back
to the students.”
— Jennifer Leff, Region 4 Advisor of the Year
“In the ’60s, if you failed senior English,
you had to come back another whole year.
I failed and was considered a dropout,”
he says. “I had already signed up for the
Marine Corps. I was gone, and I wasn’t
coming back. So I did it the hard way. I
don’t want my students to go through that.
It was hard and very expensive.”

Tom Renninger, ohio

For 14 years, Tom Renninger has been an
electrical trades instructor and advisor at
Sentinel Career Center in Tiffin, Ohio. He
spent 22 years in industry before that.
“I had one student who came into my
program,” he remembers, “and my counselor said that he’s a ‘bad apple.’ I said, ‘I
don’t know that. I never met the guy.’ ”
With the warning fresh in his mind,
Renninger asked all the students to intro-

duce themselves on the first day of class.
“When his name came up, I knew it was
him. He said, ‘I want to be the student
who is the best student in your program.’
“And, by golly, he was,” Renninger adds.
“A SkillsUSA champion at the state level,
he came to nationals as he developed his
skills, and he took third place.
“He had a goal to be a submariner, to
work with the Navy. And with the direction that he picked up from my program,
he was able to score high on the ASVAB
(Armed Services Vocational Aptitude
Battery) test and got into the submariner’s
program. An article was written about
him, about his skills and his abilities with
the Navy, and how he moved from our
program and into that.
“To me, that was the best paycheck I
ever received outside of school.”

•

PROFESSIONAL PILOT PROGRAM
AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECHNOLOGY
AVIONICS TECHNOLOGY
QUALITY CONTROL & NONDESTRUCTIVE TESTING

YOUR FUTURE IN FLIGHT
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Over 247,000 square feet of training facilities
Financial Aid to those who qualify
80 Years in Aviation and over 90,000 graduates
Hands-on training on industry current equipment
Accredited member: ACCSCT
Licensed by: OBPVS
FAA approved aviation
maintenance and flight programs

CALL SPARTAN TODAY!
1-800-331-1204
www.spartan.edu
8820 East Pine Street
Tulsa, OK 74115

Licensed by: OBPVS
Accredited member: ACCSCT
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Her Heart is

Racing
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“O

n the fast track.” “Kicking life
into high gear.” “Lapping the
competition.” When talking
about a successful NASCAR personality,
these metaphoric clichés can be difficult to
resist. But when considering the success of
Wendy Venturini, one of NASCAR’s most
recognizable television correspondents,
why should these phrases be resisted?
Through her natural drive and determination — turbo-charged (here we go
again) by her experience as a SkillsUSA
member — Venturini merged her career
onto “the fast track” early by deciding
where she wanted to take her life, “kicked
it into high gear” by taking advantage of
every opportunity that came her way, and
“lapped the competition” by landing her
dream job in her early 20s.
Like most success stories, however,
Venturini’s tale began with a period of
internal questioning. She wondered how
someone who wasn’t interested in driving
cars for a living could still be a part of the
family racing business she loved.
“My brother’s a driver, my father’s been
in racing since the 1970s, and my grandfather raced as well, so we’re three generations deep,” Venturini explains. “I spent
my whole childhood going from track to
track, city to city, and I was basically a
sponge, taking in all this knowledge and

experience in that garage area. When I
was in high school and got involved with
SkillsUSA, I really wasn’t sure how I
could stay involved in the family business,
because I didn’t want to race.”
Her involvement at Northwest Cabarrus
High School in Concord, N.C., fueled by
a perceptive and persistent chapter advisor,
would forever alter her life’s trajectory.
“My advisor, Randy Basinger,
approached me to get involved,” the 1997
graduate says. “He handed me a list of
possible things I could compete in and
said, ‘What can you do on this list?’ I
handed it back to him and said, ‘I don’t
know how to do any of that,’ and he handed it back to me and said, ‘Look again.’ ”
For reasons she didn’t fully understand,
the student reluctantly chose the Prepared
Speech competition. Two years later,
as Venturini accepted a gold medal at
the SkillsUSA national conference, she
realized for the first of many times just
how fortunate a choice it was.
“If it weren’t for my advisor,” Venturini
says, “I wouldn’t have known what I was
supposed to be doing, nor did I realize I
had any talent for [public speaking]. Who
thinks they’re going to be a speaker? Now,
I get paid to talk, and that’s not a bad job,
but SkillsUSA was where I got the confidence to do it.”

Once Wendy Venturini
realized what she
wanted to do in life —
and how to get there —
she put the pedal to the
metal until her goal was
in the rear-view mirror
oN The weB
h For more on Wendy Venturini, visit her
Web site at: www.wendyventurini.com

h NASCAR driver Peyton Sellers and his
sponsor, Jig-A-Loo, are driven supporters of SkillsUSA, too. Sellers proudly
displays the SkillsUSA logo on his
No. 47 car. Learn more about the
partnership and how to get a replica
of Sellers’ racer, at: www.skillsusa.org/
students/peytonsellers.shtml

By Tom Kercheval
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that don’t seem to struggle with their
profession.”
Venturini also recently gave SkillsUSA
a live, on-air shout-out, appearing with
Executive Director Tim Lawrence and
driver Jimmie Johnson during a promotion for Kobalt’s “Tough Tools for Cool
Schools” program. “This is how I got
started,” Venturini said to millions of
viewers as she pointed to the SkillsUSA
logo on Lawrence’s shirt.
This is a success story that, according to
Venturini, is ready to be rewritten many
times over by any SkillsUSA member
— as long as you take advantage of the
opportunities that are, for now, within
your grasp.
“Use this time in SkillsUSA as a discovery process to reflect on your talents and
your goals,” she says, “and be diligent
about following through. Make sure
you’re passionate about what you’re doing
and take responsibility for your actions.
“Nothing’s handed to you in life. There
are roadblocks, and I’ve had them. But
if it was easy, everybody would get there
quickly. Don’t make excuses. If the path
you’re going down isn’t working for you,
find another one.”
Or, as Venturini did, make your own.

•

Past member
sports SkillsUSA
logo on race car

N

ationwide viewers of the NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series race in Sonoma,
Calif., were treated to something they
may have not seen before. Popular
driver Jamie McMurray’s No. 26 Irwin
Ford Fusion featured the SkillsUSA logo.
The logo was displayed on the highly
visible deck lid of the car as part of
Irwin’s ongoing partnership with
SkillsUSA. The partnership has added
personal meaning for McMurray, who
was a member of SkillsUSA (then called
“VICA”) during his high-school years.
“On behalf of Irwin and Roush Fenway
Racing,” McMurray said in a statement
before the race, “I’m excited and honored to represent SkillsUSA. It’s a great
organization, and by including them on
the car, I hope more people will learn
about them and their programs.”
McMurray also presented a special
autographed helmet to SkillsUSA at the
2009 national conference.
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toolbox

The Success of a Plan
Depends on Planning
ow many successful people have
you heard say, “I don’t know how it
happened! I was just watching television,
and success just fell into my lap!” Success
takes work — work focused on goals.
As part of an in-class exercise, develop
and write two short-term goals: one
related to your future career, the other to
your personal life. Make each goal specific
and reasonable, and list all the specific
actions or steps it will take to reach each
goal. Return to those goals every week or
more and evaluate your progress.
More on goal setting can be found in
SkillsUSA’s newly revised Professional
Development Program (PDP), and now
the first two levels are online. The online
version has been completely restructured, features all-new interactive media
and includes an entirely new (and free)
learning management system.
To learn more, visit: www.skillsusa.org/
educators/pdponline.shtml.
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Find the photo, win a prize

Photo: Lloyd Wolf

h

A goal without a plan is just a wish.

— Antoine de SAint-exupery

No, the picture on the left isn’t abstract art. It’s actually a distorted part of
another photo in this magazine. Find the original photo and send us the
page number where it appears to win a SkillsUSA hoodie (first prize) or ball
cap (second prize). To enter, e-mail your answer, name, address and phone
number to: anyinfo@skillsusa.org, with “Photo Contest” in the subject
line. Or, send to: SkillsUSA Photo Contest, 14001 SkillsUSA Way, Leesburg, VA
20176. One first-place and one second-place winner will be picked from
a random drawing of correct entries. Entries must be received by Nov. 15.
Congratulations to last issue’s winners: Sandy Johnson of Deer Creek,
Minn., and Greg Wenger of Greenwood, Miss.
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tudents at John D. Rockefeller IV
Career Center in New Cumberland,
W.Va., participate in the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society’s “Pennies for
Patients” program. In this community
service project, the students donate
their spare change to fund blood cancer
research and patient aid programs.
Led by the chapter president, Miranda
Durbin, students are encouraged to
donate at least one penny to the cause.
“I think this is a really great program.
I’ve known several families, including
my own, who have been assisted by the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, and I
have the utmost respect and admiration
for their advocacy,” says Durbin.

•

Expressing
gratitude
with dinners

A

t Greater New Bedford
(Mass.) Regional Vocational-Technical High School,
SkillsUSA students show their
gratitude to those in the local
Veterans Transition Home by cooking and serving turkey dinners.
Students join the staff of the facility to provide hundreds of pounds of
cooked turkey to area veterans and their families. Of course, no dinner this
size would be complete without gallons of gravy, plus side dishes and pie.
Sarah Lopes (above), a member of the SkillsUSA American Spirit team
with Jonathan Alves and Kassandra Pombo, enlisted the help of the
school’s culinary arts department to prepare the turkeys and help serve
the meals. Lopes and her team also reached out to the Friendly Sons of
St. Patrick, a New Bedford civic group, which donated the turkeys.
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They’re making
holidays bright
As a memorial to drafting student
M. Shane Willis, who passed away
several years ago, the SkillsUSA

Sharing comfort food
Involving classmates in the Des Moines,
Iowa, community, Central Campus
culinary students Tori Stifel and Tory
Stodden (pictured, left and center) make
meals for families staying at the local
Ronald McDonald House. The facility
offers rooms for families of pediatric
patients at a nearby hospital. With a
local grocery store’s contributions —
and a local chef’s mentoring — students
delivered easy-to-heat meals to accommodate families in stressful situations.

•

chapter at Moultrie (Ga.) Technical College holds an annual holiday
toy drive. The toys and monetary donations are collected from students,
staff and faculty. Donations benefit the Colquitt County Christmas Cheer
Toy Shop and the pediatric ward at Colquitt Regional Medical Center.
Pictured from left are the college’s SkillsUSA state officer, Shannon Green,
and local officers Simmie Hall and Christopher Zeigler.
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killsUSA Champions features our members’ photography. We’re looking for images of SkillsUSA chapters in action, or ones that
show individual members’ concentration or perseverance. For details, e-mail thall@skillsusa.org (put “Image Photo” in the subject
header) or write SkillsUSA Champions, 14001 SkillsUSA Way, Leesburg, VA 20176. The photographer’s chapter is awarded $150.

•

Told to create an image that
featured “pouring,” photography student Paige Stevens
took this creative approach.
Her instructor at Tulsa
(Okla.) Technology Center is
Clay Allen.

SkillsUSA really gave me a different perspective on life: to get out there, set goals
for myself and become a better person;
to become a leader; and to become the
champion that everybody in SkillsUSA is.

I have received tenfold what
I have given this tremendous
organization. To be provided
the opportunity to be among
the team who selects incredible SkillsUSA projects to
receive grant support … is
motivating, to say the least.
Kelly Persons,
community relations manager,
Lowe’s Companies Inc.
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Jason Brigner, SkillsUSA national officer,
Amanda, Ohio
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